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POLITICAL. 


The A/ftdbi Panjab of the 13th June publishes an article 
communicated by a correspondent on 
the Eastern question. The writer 
argues that it is idle to base any strong hopes of the maintenance 
of peace between England and Russia upon the meeting of 
the Congress. The questions at issue between the two powers 
regarding the San Stefano treaty have all yet to be settled. 
Only the difficulties that stood in the way of the meeting of 
a Congress have been overcome. The reply of the Russian 
Government to Lord Salisbury’s circular despatch was not at all 
reassuring. It is the belief of the Russian ministers that the 
advantages which they have extorted from the Porte are quite 
insignificant compared to the Russian losses and sacrifices in 
the late war. Besides, Prince Bismarck has been elected the 
President of the Congress. He is sure to favour the cause of 
Russia, whilst, on the other hand, the English ministers 
Will protect British interests. In the face of these things 
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we cannot count upon a peaceful solution of the Eastern 
difficulty. 

The Vrita Dhtrd of the 17th June, in a leader on the 
Berlin Congress, refers to those events 
which tend to a peaceful solution of the 
Eastern difficulty at the Congress, and also to those which are | 
likely to act as incentives to war between England and 
Russia. 


The European Congress. 


toration of Berar to the 
Nizam, 


under English administration. 
better state now than when it was under the administration 


The Oudh Akhbér of the. 18th June, in commenting upon 
the question of the restoration of Berar 
to the Niz&m, remarks that the pro. 
vince of Berar has much flourished 
The province is in a much 


The question of the res- 


of the Nizim. The Government of India reaps no profit from 
the administration of the province; all the surplus revenue 
goes to the treasury of the Nizam. _ It is impossible to expec 
that the administration of the province will be improved in any 
way if it passes into the hands of the Nizam. The people of 
Berar are quite satisfied with the present administration. 
And the repeated mooting of the Berar question in the public 
press is only a source of anxiety to them. They would k 
highly gratified if the Nizim were pleased to declare that, the 
administration of the province would always remain in the 
‘hands of the Government of India as at present. 


The Akhbdr-t-Anjumani Panjab of the 14th June, after 


a ee publishing an Urdu translation of Ge 
by the. Russian Govern neral Kaufmann’s order imposing cer 


retina a Tarkeatan. tain disabilities upon the Hindu settler 

. In Turkestan, remarks: The Russiai 
Government declares that the object which the order has.in viet 
ig the protection of the people from the exactions of usurels 
To our thinking the order isa very unjust one. ' No Govert 
ment, which has. under its rule mon: belonging to differe™ 
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races, Should issue any orders which may be favourable to 
one sect of the community and unfavourable to the other. 
Every wise Government should look with an eye+of equality 
upon all classes of its subjects. All the civilised powers of 
Europe act upon this just principle. But Russia cannot ‘yet 
be called a civilised power. The Russians practise tyranny and 
oppression wherever they go. Look attheir oppressions in Po- 
land, Bulgaria, Roumania, Turkestan, &. But the policy of 
tyranny and oppression which Russia practises will not be even- 
tually berieficial to her. We thank Heaven for haying placed 
us under the just rule of the English who have always the 
welfare of all classes of their ees at heart. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 14th June publishes an article 


- sik tee in its correspondence columns, in 
pean powers towards which the writer speaks of the parti- 
a ality of the European powers, especi- 
ally the Russians, towards Christians. The following is an 
extract from the article :—Hurope is remarkable for its 
civilisation and education. It is a general belief that 
Europeans love justice and are a kind hearted people. If the 
effect of that education and civilisation is that the man who has 
received that education and civilisation looks upon all persons, 
except those belonging to his own race and professing the 
sime creed with him, as beings inferior to mankind, we bid 
adieu to that education and civilisation. If a man does not 
think of doing justice to any other people except those of his 
own race, of what use is that love of justice? Russia went to 
war with the Porte with the avowed object of redressing the 
wrongs to which its Christian subjects were subjected, and 
thus her motives were laudable in the eyes of all just and 
good hearted people. But are the other tribes, except the 
Qhristians, who live in Turkey, not human beings, so that 
nothing is being done for their welfare? Aro they, as it were, 
a kind of immoveable property, so that any king who’is strong 
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may take possession of them without the least hesitation? 
Just as the Huropean powers are busily engaged in devising 
measures for the welfare of the Christian subjects of the 
Porte, they should likewise, as a matter of justice, think of 
the welfare of the other subjects of the Porte also. The 
provinces of the Turxish empire are populated both by Chris- 


tians and Musalmans. If the Christians are oppressed 


under the Turkish rule, the Musalmans will be oppressed 


when Ohristian rule is established there. In that case who 


will listen to the complaints of the oppressed Turks? When 
it ig in contemplation to establish Christian rule in certain 
provinces of the Turkish empire for the good of the Christians, 


justice requires that similar arrangements should be also 


made for the good of the Musalman inhabitants of those pro- 
vinces, but no one thinksof this, It is obvious that when the 
Christian subjects of the Porte are placed under a Christian 
prince, they will avenge their wrongs of past hundreds of 
years upon the Turks. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 14th June says: A contem- 


porary has written very strongly 
The {nadvisability of . "ae : 

the interference of the against the native chiefs, Our con- 
pt cn 200d hy wd oo temporay has omitted nothing which 

could possibly be urged against them. 
The armies of the native States are, in the opinion of our con- 
temporary, not only perfecily useless but a source of danger. 
Perhaps the state of the provinces of the Turkish empire 
has frightened our comtemporary. True, as long as the 
native States are under the protection of the Government of 
India, their armies are useless. There is not only no-need for 


their maintenance, but they are an unnecessary burden upon 


the revenues of the States. But, if they are maintained, what 


danger can the Government of India apprehend from them? 
They are not in such a state of efficiency that the Govern- 
ment need be afraid of them. : But, on the contrary, they 
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may be of real service to the Government in an emergency, 
as was the case in the mutiny. Thus there seems to be no 
urgent necessity for the disarmament of the native States. 
Besides the measure will be attended with certain evil results. 
It will be a source of grief to the whole native population of 
India, because it will be regarded by the people as a measure 
calculated to lower the prestige of the native chiefs in the 
eyes of the whole world. It will also be a source of grief to 
the native chiefs themselves, because they will be deprived of 
the external sign of their independence. Their subjects will 
no longer fear them. They will not be in a position to render 
any aid to the Government in times of difficulty, as they are 
now. It does not become the paramount English power to 
follow the advice of our contemporarv. Our Government 
should adopt the policy of Akbar and not of Aurangzeb. 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbdr of the 16th June publishes an 
| Urdu translation of an article headed 
aa —— of “The disarmament of the native 

chiefs,” which appeared in the Indian 
Echo of the 3rd June, a native paper published in English 
at Calcutta. The article is as follows :—The policy of the 
Government has undergone a change both in Europe and Asia. 
When the proceedings of Lord Beaconsfield have effected a 
change in the European policy, we must necessarily expect 
achange in the policy of the Government of India. The 
following is a brief account of the work done by the Gov- 
ernment during the last two years. ( Here the editor of the 
Qaisar-uwl-Akhbdr parenthetically remarks that the Indian 
Echo has, at this place, described the results of those pro- 
ceedings of the Government.in strong terms, and that there- 
fore he has omitted to translate this portion of the article. ) 
Immediately after the famine was over the salt tax was 
enhanced, and the license tax introduced which effects both 
the rich and the poor classes with the exception of the offi- 


cial classes. The duties on imported goods were abolished in 
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order toimpose new taxes upon the people. The Revenue Juris. 
diction and the Forest Acts were extended to affect the private 
rights of individuals. The rates of stamp duties were 
increased. The Civil and the Criminal Procedure Codes were 
amended, and the powers of officers increased. The Indian 
Arms Act was enacted, which is a proof-of the want of 
confidence on the part of the Government in its faithful 
native subjects. The Government” expressed its unwilling- 
ness to give effect to the rules regarding the admission 
of natives to the civil service by nomination. Higher 
education was discouraged, and some colleges abolished. 
The land revenue was increased. The Indian Dramatic 
Performance Act was enacted. A strict law has been passed 
for the control of the vernacular press. ‘These acts on the 
part of the Government prove that the ideas of the Govern- 
ment and of the officers have undergone an obvious change, 


Now the Government has turned its attention towards the 
native chiefs. It is therefore contemplating the disarma- 
ment of the native States. The Englishman of last 
Saturday informs us that the Supreme Government has 
addressed a despatch to the local Governments on the subject. 
Alas! the evil star rules our destiny, so that our good inten- 
tions are misinterpreted into disloyalty and sedition. (Here 
the writer gives a summary of the despatch in question as it 
appeared 1 in the Englishman). 


The cry for war in England arises from a desire to pre- 
serve the force of treaties, the violation of which calls upon 
the English minister to go to war. But treaties in India 
are discarded when they cease to serve one’s purpose. Is not 
this act (7. ¢., the disarmament of native States) on the part of 
the Government of India opposed to the treaty stipulations 
which exist between the native chiefs and the Government. In 
fact; the scheme of Mr. Wellington, Sir Thomas Moore, and 


FN 


—_ | 


<i ae sentence is not clearly expressed in Urdu. 
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Sir John Malcolm: that the status. guo.of the native chiefa 
| should be maintained is final and sufficient. pie We 


+ the mutiny the Maharaja Sindhia, the Ni izam, and other 
chiefs placed their lives and their States at the disposal of the 
Government. And only the other day they offered the ser- 
vices of their troops to the Government for foreign service, 
The disbandonment of their troops is the reward which they 
have received from the Governmnet. | 


After publishing the above article the Qatsar ul-Akhbér 
adds a well-known Urdu verse, which means whatever comes 
from the hands of a friend i is good or beneficial. 


The Urdu Akhbar (published in Marathi at Akcla) of the 
15th June, in reference to the ques- 
tion of the disarmament of the native 
States, remarks:—If it is really the intention of the Government 
to reduce the numerical strength of the armies of native States, 
it is not right on our part to declare that the measure will be 
injurious to the native chiefs in any way. The English 
Government being the paramount power in India, the entire 
responsibility of the pr otection of feudatory chiefs and their 
subjects devolves upon it. If the Government wishes that the 
native chiefs should only retain a small number of troops which 
may be sufficient for the internal purposes of their States, and 
is willing to undertake the entire responsibility of the protec- 
tion of their States against external foes, the natives. have 
no cause for‘anxiety and distrust. 


The same subject 


‘ The Mashtr-s-Qatear of the 16th June says that the native 
‘The coins of native Chiefs have their own mints from 
States, ancient times. ‘ Their coins are current 
only in their own several States, and the coins of no State are 
current in British India. But:the new coins of the Alwar 
State are. also current in British territories in India. Thus 
many. people are of: opinion that if ‘all the native chiefs were 
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to have their coins made at a Government mint like the 
Alwar State, a uniform currency would be introduced which 
would immensely facilitate commercial transactions, and the 
fame of the native chiefs also would be highly increased be- | 
cause their coins would be current throughout India. It is 
a mistake to suppose that the adoption of the coins of the 
Alwar type on the part of the native chiefs does in any way 
affect their independence. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Almorah Akhbdr of the 15th June calls upon the 
The improvement of Government to adopt some measures for 
agriculture in India, = the improvement of agriculture in India. 
The Government no doubt publishes the weather and crop. 
reports and the rates of prices in official Gazettes. The irri- 
gation works are constructed. The. Government has also 
established a separate department of agriculture and com- 
merce. But in spite of all this, no signs of any improvement. 
in agriculture are visible. _There appears to us to be two 
reasons why no improvement has yet been made. First, all 
matters relating to agriculture published in the Government 
Gazette and the annual reports of the department of agricul- 
ture and commerce are published only in English, and thus 
very few persons have the means of becoming acquainted with 
their contents. Secondly, the Government has neither pub- 
lished any good treatise on agriculture which may be of use 
to the cultivators, nor has it encouraged the use of. the im- 
proved implements of husbandry among them. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th June, referring to the 
pons aS e question of the establishment of re- 
reformatories in India for formatories in India for adult convicts 
adule criminals. which was discussed at a meeting 
of the Social Science Association of Bengal held at the Town 
Hall, Calcutta, on the 23rd May, rejoices to seo that since 
the establishment of British rule in India, the country is 
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blessed with the introduction of useful institutions of the - 


West. The object which the committee has in view is that 
juvenile offenders should be sent to reformatories instead of 
to prisons. During the period of their incarceration they 
should be taught some industrial art, so that when they are 
released on the expiration of their terms of imprisonment, 
they may be able to earn their livelihood by fair and legal 


means, The result of the establishment of reformatories will 


be that those men who would otherwise practise illegal means 
for obtaining their livelihood, will be able to do so by fair means 
and the offences of stealing and cheating will vanish from the 
country. In the end the writer suggests that the children of 
poor men who subsist en alms should be also admitted into the 
proposed reformatories. 


The Urdu Akhbdr (published in Marathi at Akola) of the 
The indifference of the 195th June republishes an article from 
orient Tt the Arunodaya, a vernacular paper of 
are. Tanna, Bombay Presidency, in which 
the writer complains of the indifference of the Government 
towards the improvement of agriculture. The writer, after 
pointing out the importance of agriculture, and referring to 
the absolute dependence of cultivation upon an abundant and 
seasonable rainfall, proceeds to remark: Thus in every coun- 
try it is the duty of the king and the people to improve agri- 
culture, and to ensure a good supply of water in the rainy 
season. Many of our fellow countrymen are in these days 
‘Striving to make our country rich and happy. But have 
they done anything towards improving land cultivation and 
ensuring an abundant supply of water during the rains ?. 
The rulers repeatedly say that they heartily wish for our 
well-being and that of our country. They have undoubtedly 
done many things for our good. But have they paid suffi- 
cient ‘attention to the subject in question ? The abundant 


fall of rain depends upon the existence of large forests. But in 
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spite of this the Government has adopted measures for cutting 
the forests. The Government, instead of looking upon the pre- 
servation of forests as necessary to a good rainfall, is only 
bent upon securing a good income from the forest depart. 
ment. ‘The duty of the Government, which wishes to improve 
the condition of the people, ought to be to enquire whether 
anything is left or not to the ryot after paying the rent, 
whether the land is improving or deteriorating, and whe- 
ther the peasantry are thriving or becoming poorer and poorer 
every day, and not to exact revenue with severi ty from the 
peasantry, to realise revenue instalments even at a time of 
the failure of crops, to compute the value of imports and 
exports, and to try the experiment whether half pound or 


one pound of grain will be a sufficient ration for a man or 
not. 


In the end the writer remarks that in order to ascertain 


whether cultivation is sufficiently remunerative to the agri- 
cultural classes or not, Sir Richard Temple should have a plot 
of land cultivated on behalf of the Government and see what’ 
profit is derived from it. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Safir-t-Hind, Delhi, of the 15th June, after referring 


The non-payment of the to the fact that the deputy commis- 


price of the Sqfir-i-Hind sioner of Lucknow takes in copies of 
by the Commissioner and 


Deputy Commissioner of Vernacular newspapers published in 
Delhi to the proprietor. § Lucknow to see that the provisions 
of Act IX. of 1878 are not violated by any of them, and 
pays for the papers, remarks: In our city the commis- 
sioner and the deputy commissioner take copies of . local 
newspapers from a long time previous to the. enactment 


of Act IX. of 1878, but they have not yet paid the price 
of the papers. 


( 537 ) 
A correspondent of the Aftdb-i-Panjab of the 13th June 


argues that extravagance in marriage 
Extravagance in mar- ; cca 
riage expenses 18 thecause C©xpenses on the part of natives is 

of the poverty of India. | . | . 
one of the chief causes of their po- 


verty. 


The Anwdr-ul-Akhbdr, Lucknow, of the 13th June, in its 
Distress from high pri- local news columns, complains that 
since the last few days the grain- 
dealers have again raised prices. Crowds of famine-stricken 
people who have come in from the neighbouring villages are 
seen in the bazar begging alms from morning till midnight. 


ces at Lucknow. 


_ A-correspondent of the Oudh Akhbér of the 15th June 


_ attempts to show how incompetent 
Aproposedschemenmeli- some of the talukdars of Oudh are 
talukdars of Oudh. to manage their estates owing to their 
ignorance. The result of this is that they are heavily in- 
volved in debt, and their estates are being placed under the 
management of the court of wards. The writer says that 
a rais of Kheri has suggested the following scheme for ame- 
liorating the condition of this description of talukdars :—A 
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committee consisting of well educated and able men should be — 


established in each district of Oudh for the well-being of the 
talukdars of the district. Some officers of the district should’ 
be also appointed members of the committee. Any talukdar 
who finds himself unable to manage his estate satisfactorily, 


may place it under the management of the committee, if he. 
pleases, 


The Jalwa Tur, Meerut, of the 16th June publishes the 


ia iiiiatiies sofeup. ter which R&i Ganeshi Lal, the 


scription by the Nawab ‘proprietor of the Prince of Wales’ 
Shams-ul-Umra- Amir 


Khan Bahadur of Hydera- azette and the Jalwa Ter, Meerut, 


bad to the proprietor of hag received from the Resident of 
the Jalwa Tur, 


Hyderabad. The letter is. as follows: — 
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* reply’ to his letter No. 8238, of the 9th instant, re- 

garding the subscription due by the Nawab Sheetal Umea 
Amir ‘Khan Bahadur on account: of subscription for the 
paper therein referred to, Mr. Rai Ganeshi Lal is informed 
that the Resident is unable to interfere in the matter. 


tes By order, &c. — 
HypzraBad REsIDENCY, ©. PRINGERS, — 
The 17th May, 1878. : Extra‘ Assistant Commissioner. 


Circulation, The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, Moradabad, of the 14th June, praises 
90 copies. The prohibition of cock- the magistrate of Moradabad for put- 


fighting in Moradabad. . ting a pide to the cruel sport of dock 
fightin g at that place. 


Circulation, ‘ Lhe Nuerat-ul-Akhbdr of the 11th June (received on the 


125 copies, 15th June) publishes the translation 


f di 
wii ® se pone ua of an article of the Times regarding the 


abed. Nimuch and Nasir- “prevalence of distress between Nimtch 

and Nasirabad. ‘The article is: headed 
“The divine wrath upon the natives.” Itis as follows :— 
We exceedin gly regret to state: that the natives are dying of 
starvation between Nimach and Nasirabad. The mortality 
is 80 ‘great that there is no one to bury the dead bodies. Two 
European gentlemen saw with their own eyes two female corpses 
lying at a short distance from the royal road. They saw 
jackals tearing and eating the corpses and dragging the dis- 
jointed legs. 


Cironlation, The Sajtr-i-Hind, Amritsar, of the 15th June, publishes 


400 copies, n article’ communicated by one 
‘The need of the intro- “ ttc c y 


duction of the custom of Munshi Kashi Nath on widow mar- 


the Hindus, omens -Tiage: among the Hindus. The writer. 


says that Pandit Iswar Chandar Vidy4 
Nagar of Calcutta, who is well versed in-Sanskrit literature, 
has proved by means of arguments: based o on the Vedas snd 
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Purans that widow marriage is legal according to the Hindu 
religion, and that the. custom prevailed among the Hindas 
in ancient times. The writer exhorts.the .Hindus to revive 
the: good custom, and to put an end to the miseries and suffer- 
ings. to which the young Hindu widows are at. present exposed. 
The Safir-t- Hind, Amritsar of the 15th June protests 
he tent dahon against the practice of the municipal 


by the Amritsar munici- committee of Amritsar of levying a tax 
_ even upon those articles which a man 


imports for his own use and not for sale. 


_ .The Mitra Vilas of the 17th June agrees with the Indian 
‘tthe ‘penstion of iting Mirror in condemning the practice of 
periah -dogs- in public’ killing pariah dogs in public streets and 
ee hen ghfares, which is very disgusting 
to the feelings of the public. The dogs should be kept at some 
secluded place. 


| ‘The Mihir-i-Darakkshan fi sectarian Mohammedan organ 

The Nér-ieAfohdn and Of Delhi) of the 1 Ith June criticises 
the Mihir-i-Darakhshan. an article that appeared in the Wér-t- 
Afshan (a sectarian Christian organ of Ludhiana) of’ the 6th 
June. The Nwr-i-Afshan of the 6th June states that some 
men fancy that the question of deposing the Sultan from the 
throne, and of making some other arrangements for the ad- 
ministration of the Turkish empire, may be mooted at the 
Congress. If theCongress decide to make those provinces of the 
Turkish empire which have become independent since the 
late Russio-Turkish war again subject to the rule of the Porte, 
and to restore all those powers to the Porte in Europe which 
it possessed before the late war, this will be an act of injustice 
on the part of the Congress. The late war was undertaken 
by Russia simply to free ‘the Christian inhabitants of Turkey 
from tyranny and oppression. If they are unfortunately 
again placed under the rule of the Porte, they will be exposed 
to still greater oppressions than before, &c., dc. 
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The Mthir-i-Darakhshan, after quoting the above extract, 
remarks: O holy God !. these men (7. ¢., the Christian mission- 
aries, the editor of the Mtr-i-Ajshan being Rev. Mr. A. P, 
Kelso) have now become so proud that they believe that it is 
as easy to dethrone a king like the Sultan of Turkey as to deprive 
Mulhar Rao or Wajid Ali Shah of his powers. Now it only 
remains for them to lay claim to be as powerful as the Al- 
mighty. At present the Padri Sahib (the editor of the Néari- 
Afshan) is in an ecstasy of joy at the ruin of Islam. But 
when the Musalmans become more powerful than the Chris- 
tians (literally, when the weather or season is changed), he may 
have occasion to be extremly aggrieved. - The sufferings of the 
Musalmans at the hands of the Christians within the last 
three hundred years stand unparallelled in the history of the 
world, From this we must try to realise the forbearance of 
Heaven who has so long checked his wrath. 


With reference to the proposed sale of the Rahbar-i-Hind 


by the proprietor (vide the Selections for 
Rahbar-i-Hind, 
venmnle seaupapes of the week endin g the 23rd May, 1878, 


same. page 449), the Sajir-i-Hind and the 
Koh-i-Ndr have published articles communicated by their 
Jahore correspondents condemning the Rahbar-i-Hind, . The 
writers regard it a mere pretext on the part of the proprietor 
to say that he is going to stop the paper owing to Act, IX of 
1878. They do not believe that the circulation of the Rahbar 
-t-Hiind is as large as five hundred and odd copies, as stated:by 
the proprietor. The proprietor has, in their opinion, tried to 
increase the importance of the paper in the eyes of the public 
: by declaring its circulation to be above 500 copies. 


(IN, B.—The Koh-i-Nér and the ‘Sajir-i-Hind are not in 
good terms with the Rahbar-i-Hind.) 
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